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Principal’s Message 
Happy October, Andover parents!  
Students have adapted well to our new 
routines so far.  Face to Face students are 
following all the safety protocols 
throughout the school on a daily basis.  
LaunchEd at home students have settled 
into a routine of learning also.  We have 
already published the first progress 
report of the year, and I would ask 
parents to monitor their student’s 
achievement as we prepare for our first 
quarter report card.  Please consider 
having your students get the flu vaccine 
early this year, as we want to ensure the 
safety of all students. If your student 
hasn’t tried our Andover cuisine, our 
cafeteria manager, Mr. John Bernozzi, is 
cooking up tasty, interesting meals on a 
daily basis. For those of you who have 
joined PTA (Parent Teacher Association), 
thank you so much.  If you haven’t had a 
chance to sign up to be a member of our 
PTA, it is a great way to be involved in 
school, and an opportunity for your 
thoughts to be directly heard.  As we 
approach the end of the quarter, please 
determine if you would like your student 
to return to school for face to face 
instruction, and if so let us know at 
school, so we can schedule your child 
with their teacher as soon as possible.

Kevin Duncan 
Andover Elementary Principal 

DAILY REMINDERS
• If you are Face to Face, everyone that enters the school

building must adhere to the Orange County Public
School Mask Policy at www.ocps.net.

• LaunchEd students need to log in on time according to
the bell schedule (8:45am-3:00pm, (2:00pm dismissal
Wed. )

• When students are online, make sure the audio and
camera are on.  But remember, that means your
background can be seen and heard on your meeting.
Studies show that if you learn or study in a quiet place,
you get better results.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!
Happy Hispanic Heritage Month!  
Oct. 12--Student Holiday/Teacher 
Workday  
Oct. 14--No Early Release
Oct. 14--Conference Night 4-6pm  
Oct. 16-29--Virtual Scholastic Bookfair-- 
October 16-29, you can shop online: 
www.scholastic.com/bf/ocpsandover   
Oct. 21-- Report Cards go home/available on 
Skyward  
Oct. 23-- PTA Virtual Bingo

Media Minute 
During the month of September, students 
successfully visited the media center while 

following the OCPS library check-out guidelines. 
I am confident that they will continue to be 

excellent library leaders this year. If you still 
have an Andover library book from last year, 

please return it as soon as possible, or you may 
pay to replace it at www.schoolpay.com under 

MEDIA/LIBRARY LOST BOOKS 2020-2021.  
If you need to know what your student still has 

checked out you can email Mrs. Norton at 
Jennifer.norton@ocps.net.



Kindergarten Colors
We had a great time learning about apples and 
celebrating “Johnny Appleseed Day” at the end of 
September!  October leads us into our Community 
Helpers unit and learning about fire safety during 
National Fire Prevention Week (Oct.4-10).  On 
October 20th, dust off your poodle skirt or slick back 
your hair as we Rock & Roll our way through the 50th 
Day of School! We will honor this day by learning 
about life in the 1950’s.   Towards the end of the 
month, we will be learning about pumpkins and 
having “Pumpkin Day” filled with pumpkin themed 
learning activities on October 29. We think our 
kindergarten students are SPOOKTACULAR!!! 

Focused in First Grade

Fantastic Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade Facts
Our 5th graders are moving forward full steam ahead as we 
continue working toward mastery of our learning goals.  In 
reading our fifth graders are currently working with Non-
fiction texts. Students are expected to quote accurately when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences. They will also have to determine two or more main 
ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 
details and use that information to summarize the text. 
Finally, they will explain the relationships/interactions 
between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in 
a historical, scientific, or technical text. In math our students 
are currently working on writing and evaluating numerical 
expressions and will then move on to understanding place value. 
In science we are studying properties of matter, including but 
not limited to investigating materials that dissolve and 
exploring physical and chemical changes.  Just a friendly 
reminder that this is National Hispanic Heritage Month and we 
encourage you to visit this link and celebrate with us: 
https://flipgrid.com/183fe51b 
Parents, please supervise and assist your child with 30 minutes 
of independent reading each night. F2F students are required 
to take AR tests each week as they work toward their goals, 
and that is also on the horizon for our LaunchEd students! We 
thank you for your support!

Stars in Second Grade

Thoughtful in Third Grade 
As we wrap up the first quarter and get ready for the second 
quarter, the third grade team would like to thank the parents 
for assisting with the education of their children. By now you 
should see a blended learning with Canvas, online lessons, 
whole group, independent work, and the use of paper and 
pencil. In reading this month, we will be learning about word 
meanings, referring back to parts of a story, and 
distinguishing point of view from that of the narrator or 
characters in the story. In math, we will be learning about 
word problems that use multiplication and division, along 
with looking for patterns in the multiplication table. In 
science, we will be finishing up matter and starting to learn 
about forms of energy.

Thank you parents for your patience and understanding 
as we having shifted students around during transitions 
from LaunchEd to Face to Face.  We know it does 
cause a change but the children have adjusted so well! 
If you are a LaunchEd family, please remember that 
attendance all virtual sessions is vital to your child’s 
success.  The day is structured like it would be at 
school.  When they miss a session, they miss learning.  
The first grade team wants each student to SUCCEED! 
As we continue to move forward, please read each 
night and practice sight words.  Sight words help your 
child become a stronger reader.  Reading nightly also 
exposes your child to a plethora of vocabulary.  
Students who don’t read or are not read too have 
greater deficits in reading.  We know schedules get 
busy and that family time is important, so reading 
together is a great way to bond and spend time 
together. We will celebrate the 50th day of school on 
October 20th.  Teachers will provide more information 
as it gets closer. Also, be on the lookout for information 
concerning our virtual Open House/Conferences.  
Thanks again for all you do at home to help your child 
be successful.

Second grade students continue to learn 
routines and procedures for every day 
school life.  Face to Face and LaunchEd 
families have been able to adapt fairly 
quickly.  Your children will be little 
technology engineers by the end of the 
school term.  The second grade team 
appreciates your support at home.

Fourth grade is in full swing as we head into the month of October. 
In reading, students are using the topic and point of a passage to 
determine the main idea of informational text. In addition, students 
are analyzing what happens and why in a text, summarizing the 
key details, and making inferences. It is important that students 
are reading at least 20 minutes a day to practice the skills taught 
during class.  Florida remains the focus of our study in history. 
Students are learning about our state branches of government, the 
responsibilities of each level of government, and key map skills. 
Multiplication is an important component of math in fourth grade 
this year. It is important that students practice their facts 
regularly, which can be done using Reflex math. Unit 2 relies 
heavily on multiplication facts as students will learn how to use 
models to make multiplicative comparisons and multiply one-digit 
and two-digit numbers by a larger factor. How do you describe 
matter? How does a magnet work? What are the three states of 
matter? These questions and more will be answered as we continue to 
explore the topic of matter. Thank you for your continued support as 
we navigate these unprecedented times.

https://flipgrid.com/183fe51b


The September Andover Spirit Night was a huge success!  
The Waterford Chick-fil-A team even made a welcome sign for us 

on Thursday, September 24. Thank you Chick-fil-A for being 
such an amazing Partner in Education.  

Our amazing 4th grade teacher, 
Ms. Frances Lorenzo, received 
"Teacher of the Year," and our 

outstanding registrar, Mrs. Gloria 
Montanez, was awarded 

"Support Person of the Year!"  
You are both inspirations each 
and every day for our Andover 

students and staff.

Mr. Jeff Lindquist, husband of our 
gifted teacher Mrs. Lindquist, created a 

custom Andover American flag with 
the OCPS logo and our Andover 

“Star!”  Thank you for this one of a 
kind gift, and we will display it here at 

school with honor and pride. Mr. 
Lindquist's woodworking business is 

JeBilArts at 
https://www.etsy.com/shop/JeBilArts

https://www.etsy.com/shop/JeBilArts
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